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^UNITED^STATES 
or  AGRICULTU 


.;OuS;iuCISS»  CHAT 


Thursdnv,  October  12,  1939. 


(FOR  3R0/J3CAST  USE  01-IlY) 


SUBJECT:    "A  VOYA&E  OF  mSCOVEEY."     Information  from  the  Extension  Service,  U.S. 
Department  of  Agiri culture. 

— ooOoo — 

Colu:.il)Us  Day* 

Our  TJasliington  reporter,  like  ColumlDus,  has  heen  on  a  voyage  of  discovery. 
She's  "been  discovering  extension  v;ork.     And  while  she  didn't  cross  any  oceans,  she 
seems  to  have  cone  some  distance  from  her  hase  in  the  national  capital.     She  says: 

"I  '//onder  how  many  of  your  listeners  are  familiar  with  extension  work  and 
the  ordinary  activities  of  a  home  demonstration  agent?     I've  hcen  out  to  learn 
something  and  ha.ve  come  home  so  filled  with  impressions  and  ideas  I  hardly  know 
where  to  ocgin  telling  ahout  them, 

"I  could  paraphrase  with  feeling  the  old  proverb  a'bout  "man  works  from  sun 
to  sun,"    I'd  add  that  "the  home  demonstration  agent's  v/ork  is  never  done,"  Eor 
she's  not  only  a  teacher  and  a  group  leader,-  she's  a  valucihle  friend  to  scores  of 
I'ural  i;707.-:en  scattered  over  her  county,   and  a  sort  of  walking-  or  driving-encyclo- 
pedia to  "boot,  for  she' s  expected  to  know  all  the  answers! 

""7e  v/cnt  to  day  meetings  and  night  meetings.    We  visited  farm  homes,  4-H 
club  girls'  homes,  a  horse  shov;,  and  a  local  pottery.     I  met  the  president  of  the 
countj-  federation  of  cluhs  in  Maryland,   and  a  local  loader  in  Vermont,   as  v;ell  as 
stcto  cjio  county  homo  domonstrrtion  agents  and  suhjoct  matter  specialists.  Wc 
irovc  aiVJhcrc  from  30  to  100  miles  every  day. 

"In  the  county  extension  office  at  Slkton,  Harj-land,   the  home  demonstration 
^•gont  hrd  a  vrricty  of  tasks  before  setting  out  on  her  rounds.     Then  in  the  field 
gr.vc  r  dc/.ionstrrtion  rt  every  meeting-  en  ,:.uthori tr tivc  trlk  that  had  required 
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consider  J' ble  r.dvcnce  preparation.     She  ans'.vered  miscellaneous  questions  and  ad- 
:ised  individv.al  cIuId  members  v?ho  ha.d  pro"blems.     There  are  14  community  cluhs  for 
^-nen  in  Cecil  County.     Each  meets  once  a  month.     The  home  demonstration  a^ent  goes 

all  the  r.ieetings.     Then  there  ara  13  girls'  4-H  clubs  v/hich  she  meets  once  a 
:"Tnth.    Quito  a  progrcn. 

"Let  ne  descrihe  one  of  the  cluh  meetings.     The  procedure  in  most  of 
them  r/£s  similar.     All  the  meetings  v'ere  held  in  corj.mnity  huildings  like  the 
school  or  the  lodge  hall.     The  cluh  president  opened  the  meeting,  and  the  cluh 
nusic  chrirman  led  a  song  period  for  15  minutes,     /-iter  other  cluD  husiness  cone 
the  a£;cnt's  demonstration. 

"The  mojor  project  in  Cecil  County  this  year  is  ■bettor  f^imily  living.  The 
iaor  thcno,  which  tics  in  with  'octter  frnily  living,  is  design  in  snail  furnish- 
'-•'•gs.    During  the  week  of  n;-^  visit  the  topic  of  interest  '"/as   'Conhination  of  styles 
■  :  chinr.  and  linen.'     The  regent  showed  hov;  c:^.sy  it  is  to  "brighten  up  the  ap)pcc>xancc 
-  the  dining-roon  at  meal  time  hy  rearrrngcncnt  of  old  dishes  or  combining  them. 
-th  r.  iCT  ncv;  ones  and  introducing  different  pastel  colors  in  hoth  china  and  linen, 
•■'■-c  told  wh.  ,t  co'old  "be  hought  inexpensively  rnd  suggertcd  attractive  tahlc  mats  and 
'ioths  -.Thich  -Jomen  could  mrke  for  themselves  at  small  cost,   suitahlc  with  the  dish- 
3  cxhioitcd.     She  crrriod  srmplc  plrtcs,  cups,  rnd  so  on,  with  her,  and  everyone 
fts  nuch  interested  in  the  possihlc  color  combinations.     Then  she  distributed  a 
locogrr.phcd  sv. r.i.-^ry  of  the  :iain  points  she  had  covered  so  thot  each  club  member 
••  d  soncthing  definite  to  take  hone  with  her  rnd  read  over. 

"Club  women  in  both  'ilaryland  rnd  Vcrm.ont  seemed  to  be  quick  to  adopt  sugges- 


•'■t  strike  them  as  practical.  There  wrs  a  spirit  of  jollity  and  good  fellov.^ 
•"^ll  the  club  meetings.     In  Vermont,   I  went  to  two  meetings  v/horc  a  club  • 


'1  preceded  the  demonstrrtion  for  the  day.     One  luncheon  was  a  "vitrr.iin  A" 
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ncrl,  intended  to  supploncnt  the  ;  ftt.riioon  t.'.lK        the  horio  dor.onntrr-tior.  crctit^  On 

the  crxicc  r.nd  prevention  of  colds.     One  of  the  preventive  T.crsiires  stressed  v/r.s  r. 

diet  rich  in  vitr:;.in  A.     Prchr.ps  you  v/ould  like  to  knov;  v/hr.t  thrt  ncnu  'r-w-..  SrL'ion 

Creole,  nuffinr;,  cnrrotp  nnd  string  "boms,   s'/cctpotr'tocs,  piripkin  pic.     Thia  •."'.cct- 

ing  v/r.s  ir.  Addison  County. 

"Hie,t  rcninds  :.ic  of  r.  point  r.bout  cxtcnBion  v/ork  in  general,,   Srch  fr.ll  a 

list  of  su/j-^-cGtcd  projects  r.nd  topics  is  sulDr.itted  to  the  vrrious  coviimnlty  cIuTdg, 
■  nd  the  irr:.i  ^7oncn  thei.iaclvcs  vote  on  v.'h."  t  they  v;ould  like  to  study.     ?or  e.-:rr:plc, 

in  p.  coj;_:vr.ity  clu'o  consisting  nostly  of  young  nothers,  child  devcl'^pricnt  i.iight 
rppcf/.l  iiorc  thrn  furnishings  or  food  preservation,  ^7hile  c-  f^roup  of  older  vo;icn 
:'.i&ht  proicr  clothing  co instruction  or  ,^;:rden  projects, 

"I  r.ttendcd  one  riecting  of  r.  clothing  cIu'd  \7here  there  v.ts  no  hone  dcMon- 
strr.tion  r.^-cnt.  A  locr.l  le:d.cr  gr-zc  dononstration,  on  ple.ckcts,  prrticulrrly  on 
putting  in  sliding  .-;etr.l  fr.stcncrs.  She  illustrrtcd  occh  point  fror.  c  portfolio 
lurnishcd  Dy  the  strtc  clothing  spccirlist,  rnd  pr.sscd  .'".round  ninecgrr.phcd  'hrief- 
Icts'  r.t  the  end  of  the  iiccting,  just  p.s  cr.ch  hone  do:aonstro tion  regent  did.  Inci- 
Icntrlly  I  Icru-ncd  th.^t  you  :-iUst  hold  the  edge  of  the  r-tcrial  r.  little  loosely  r.s 
y^u  baste  on  c  sliding  fcstencr.     Tlicn  it  v;ill  lie  flat. 

"I  hope  I  shrll  hr.vc  an  opportunity  sono  dry  to  sec  the  hone  dcnonstrrtion  _ 
^-^rk  in  other  states.    Meajitini,  t::  all  the  v/or'.cn  -.'ho  find  it  helpful  and  inspiring, 
"y  greetings;  and  to  the  tireless  ho:ie  dc":onstrr tion  agents,  congratulations  on  a 
tr.sk -Jcll- done.  " 


xh"  t  concludes  our  !Tr-.shingtor;.  letter  for  this  ^7cck, 


